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Weight 6 oz. (170 grms.); length I I  in. (28 cm.); length of 
blades to lock, 4 in. (10.16 cm.). 

A small, light instrument, with the blades made after Simpson’s 
type, the left or lower blade fitting into a fenestra in the upper, 
and much narrower than in Simpson’s. The blades are curved on 
the flat, the lower is flattened antero-posteriorly and smooth, its 
inner edge, in. (0.3 cm.) broad, is finely serrated along each 
border. ‘lhe free edge of the fenestra in the concave side bears 
wide blunt grooves. Scissors-hinge, shanks long and straight, 
with ordinary scissors-rings at their free ends. This instrument 
is worked by a removable screw bar fixed by a Charrikre-Ydan 
joint to the end of the handle of the left blade, passing through a 
fork in the opposite blade ; a winged travelling screw closing the 
blade. This mechanism is the same as is applied to the handles 
in Blot’s cephalo,tribe, No. I 14. 

These very light craniotonig forceps are more suited for picking 
off pieces of the cranial bones after perforation than for extraction 
of the head ; No. 104 represents a further developmenl of this type. 

This instrument was included in the box made for ICizzoli’s 
cephalotribe with reversible blades (No. I 18). 

103. Rizzoli’s Craniotomy Forceps. 

“ Frateili Lollini.” 

Royal Society 01 Medicine. 

I 04. 
Weight I 14 oz. 

blades to screw 3f 

Hamilton’s Craniai Bone Forceps. 
(326 grms.) ; length I 14 in. (29.2 cm.) ; length of 
in. (8.2 cm.). 

. “ Matthews, Portugal Street, London.” 
According to the Cat. Obstet. Soc., 1866, p. 141, where this 

instrument is called “ Cranial Bone Forceps, Hamilton’s,” but 
not figured, ‘‘ this resembles, and is sonietinies called in the shops, 
a craniotomy forceps,. It is,, however, much smaller in the blades. 
It is constructed on the scissor principle as to lock and handles. 
The blades are slightly curved and have transverse or duck-bill 
edges. i t  is designed to seize and pick off pieces of the cranial 
bones after perforation. It is too feeble to screw for extraction of 
the head. They ( s i c )  were exhibited by Dr. Fleetwood Churchill, 
Honorary Fellow of the Society.” Hence the instrument is, 
incorrectly, ascribed to Churchill by Witlmwski (“Arsenal,” 
fig. 904, p. 141); Boer’s forceps closely resembled it. Churchill 
does not iigure or mention it in his “’Theory and Practice of 
Midwifery,” 4th Ed., 1860, p. 360, where he states that he objected 
to craniotomy forceps and preferred the crotchet. 

In addition to the above description, it must be added that the 
blades are solid and bear simple transverse grooves on their inner 
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and opposed surfaces. The upper projects as a blunt snout beyond 
the extremity of the lower, overhanging- it completely. Screw 
block-lock. Shanks of the handles quite straight, handles 3 in. 
(7.6cm.) long, coated with chequered ebony, end in a palm-rest, 
like in an obstetric forceps. See Note to No. 103. 

Descriptive Catalogue of Obstetrical Instruments 

R o y a l  Society uf Medicine. 

105. David Davis’s Osteotomist Punch. 
Weight I lb. I $  02. (48ggrms.); length I ft. (30.4 cm.); tip to 

lock 3 in. (7.6 cm.) ; punch oval, I in. (2.5 cm.) long diameter, 2 in. 
(5.08 cm.) shori diameter, fiuing into an oval ring, a little wider, in 
lower blade. “ Evans, London.” 

A powerful cutting instrument designed by Davis for delivery 
in cases of extreme distortion of the pelvis. “ It is indeed, a power 
by which any portion of the fetal  skeleton, presenting at the brim 
of a contracted pelvis, may be broken down into small fragments 
of about half a n  inch in diameter, with the most perfect impunity 
to the structure (szc) of the parts of the mother concerned in the 
operation.” Davis believed that the cranial bones might be SO 

freely cut away as to allow of the passage of the head through an 
inlet contracted to between an inch and an inch and a hali. antero- 
posteriorly so that a skilful operator need hardly ever have recourse 
to “that last extremity of our art, and the forlorn hope of the 
unhappy) patient, the Uxsarean Operation.” (’ ‘ Elements of 
Operative Midwifery,” pp. 3047, and P1. xviii.) 

Figured Cat. Obstet. Soc., 1866, p. 141, fig. 138. 
Csually known as the * ’  David Davis’s Osteotumist,” but this 

instrument was presented to the Obstetrical Society as his ‘‘ Osteo- 
tomist Punch.” Nklaton and Sir Francis Champneys devised 
similar instruments for the mvrecellement of uterine polypi, etc. 

Roya l  Society of Medicine. 

106. David Davis’s Osteotomist. 
Weight t lb. 5 oz. (5g6grms.) ; length 13 in. (33 cm.) ; length of 

pliers to lock 3 in. (7 Gcm.). 
“ Fei-guson, z I ,  Giltspur Street, London.” 

This instrument is forged in solid steel. ’The handles, long 
and slightly bowed outwards, have a spring between them. One 
limb terminates above in a box-shaped end with a rounded point, 
and a 6 inch (15.2 cm.) rounded channel below the blade, through 
which passes the other shank or limb which ends as a block, 
forming an inner lid fitting into the box end, thus making a cutting 
instrument. 

Presented by Dr. Hall Davis to the Obstetrical Society of 




